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April 27, 2021

 City of Oakland Bureau of Planning
250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 2214
Oakland, CA 94612
VIA EMAIL
PVollmann@oaklandca.gov

 Re: Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Oakland Waterfront
Ballpark District Project (ER18-016)

 Dear Mr. Vollmann:

I am an Oakland resident and I am writing to express serious concerns about the Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Project
(ER18-016). The DEIR does not provide enough information to inform the public about the
potential impacts of the project. I am particularly concerned that the DEIR doesn’t specify if
affordable housing will be built, doesn’t describe how the toxic contamination at the site will
be cleaned up, and doesn’t provide information on how the project’s air pollution impacts will
be mitigated nor does it address the impact of all the trucks currently using Howard Terminal
as a staging area.

The DEIR does not provide enough information about affordable housing at the project site.
This project’s potential impacts on housing prices and subsequent gentrification in the
surrounding community are very worrying, and it is important for the project to include
affordable housing. The DEIR mentions an affordable housing program in a footnote, but it
doesn’t actually describe what the program entails. The DEIR says that the program might
include on-site affordable housing. How many of the 3,000 residential units will be set aside
for affordable housing? The DEIR says that the program might include off-site affordable
housing. Where exactly would this construction take place, and how many units would be
built? The DEIR says that the program may just involve paying impact fees. Would the impact
fees be used for local affordable housing, and if so when would it be built? The EIR should
provide this information, so that the public can understand the full scope of the project and
how it will impact the surrounding community.

The DEIR concludes that the project will contribute to meeting our region’s housing needs
but does so with no analysis of the type of housing that will actually be built at the site and
whether this housing meets local needs.
 
The DEIR’s analysis of the housing impacts of this project is insufficient as long as it
ignores the actual impact the type of housing built will have on the surrounding community,
which will only serve to gentrify West Oakland and displace low-income Black and Latino
residents.
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I am also seriously concerned about the DEIR’s conclusions about toxic cleanup of the
Howard Terminal site. Currently, there is a physical cap over toxic substances in the soils at
Howard Terminal. Excavation and construction will disturb these toxins and potentially
spread them into the water and air, with the worst impacts threatening surrounding
neighborhoods in West Oakland.
 
The DEIR’s vague plans for toxic cleanup at the Howard Terminal site indicate the A’s don’t
plan on removing all the toxic soil, merely covering it up. This strategy ignores the threat of
sea level rise pushing toxins closer to the surface of the property. These toxins will leak out
of the current site and into neighboring areas as sea level rise forces it up, if it is not fully
removed.
 
Rushing the development of the ballpark plan will mean that critical hazards for both public
health and the environment are getting overlooked. More importantly, it would undermine
statutory protections for California’s land use and planning procedures that ensure local
public input. 
 
The DEIR finds that the project will result in significant and unavoidable environmental and
health impacts, including pollutant emissions that exceed the City’s thresholds for
cumulative health risk impacts on sensitive receptors, but does not provide or analyze the
A’s actual work plan for cleaning it up. Mitigation related to the disruption of the toxic
substances was left to “future studies” and a future plan for how the toxic soil will be
remedied. Without completing these studies and defining their plan for full site cleanup first,
it is impossible for the EIR to fully analyze the impact of removing the cap over these toxins
and exposing them to the air and nearby water.
 
This is a major gap in the report. The fact that a plan for toxic cleanup would be approved
after the EIR is certified renders the entire EIR useless.

The DEIR also states that the project will have significant and unavoidable impacts on air
quality and will emit large amounts of greenhouse gases (GHG) but does not provide
sufficient information on how these impacts will be mitigated. West Oakland has historically
been and continues to be one of the most polluted areas in California, and residents face
serious health challenges, including disproportionately higher rates of hospitalization from
asthma and air pollution related diseases including cancer, heart disease, and stroke. The
project will bring in even more toxic air pollution, along with significant greenhouse gas
emissions. The DEIR plans to mitigate this pollution with a Criteria Pollutant Mitigation Plan
and a GHG Reduction Plan, which will not be developed until after the city approves this EIR.
The DEIR includes a list of mitigation measures that may be included in those plans, but the
DEIR doesn’t specify which mitigation measures will be included, nor does it provide
information or calculations to demonstrate that those future plans will successfully reduce
emissions. Even with the future air pollution mitigation plan, the DEIR says that the impacts
on air quality will not be properly mitigated and will have significant impacts on the health of
the community. The EIR cannot defer mitigation measures, and the A’s must do more to
reduce emissions and protect the health of the surrounding community.

And last I will address the traffic concerns I have and the negative impact it will have on the
West Oakland neighborhoods. West Oakland community members fought for years to get
truck traffic off the neighborhood streets. This problem was remedied when the City
designated Howard Terminal as the staging and waiting area for trucks coming and going
from the Port. Removing Howard Terminal from this critical use will force thousands of large
trucks back onto West Oakland streets as they wait for shipments and drop-off times,
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undoing years of work to improve health and safety in West Oakland.
 
The DEIR acknowledges that Howard Terminal is currently being used by truckers but
concludes that these trucks are “assumed to move to other locations” when Howard
Terminal is converted to luxury condos. “Assumed to move” is not an analysis of the impact
of where these trucks will go, which will be back onto residential West Oakland streets. The
DEIR therefore does not do an analysis of the gridlock and pollution likely to come from
cargo trucks diverted into neighborhood streets due to the development.
 
Given these problems with the DEIR and serious gaps in its analysis, it is impossible for
members of the public to evaluate the impacts of the project and it is not possible for the City
of Oakland to make an informed decision on whether to proceed with this project. The DEIR
should be revised and recirculated to provide members of the public and decision makers with
accurate and transparent analysis.
 
Thank you for considering these comments.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margie Lewis
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